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George Washington was a war hero and initially a reluctant 
candidate for the Presidency.  Nevertheless, his inauguration was 
marked with the sort of ceremony and reverence that would not 
have disgraced the coronation of a monarch. Huge crowds and 
lavish celebrations punctuated his week-long journey from his 
home in Virginia to New York where the inauguration took place. 
Outside Philadelphia he mounted a white horse so that 20,000 
observers could watch his progress. Later, his path was strewn 
with flowers by a choir of white-robed girls, while on his head, like 
a victorious Roman general, he wore a crown of laurels. As his 
barge approached New York harbor, it was accompanied by a 
fleet of decorated ships. 

Having led the Americans to victory in the Revolutionary War, 
Washington would now lead them in peace. As the first chief ex-
ecutive of the United States, he took his oath of office on the bal-
cony of the Senate Chamber at Federal Hall on Wall Street, and 
delivered his inaugural address at a joint session of the two 
Houses of Congress gathered inside the Senate Chamber. 

Born in February 1732, the son of a Virginia planter, George 
Washington inherited property and social position from his family. 
He was appointed county surveyor in 1749, and the experience 
he gained on the frontier led to his appointment as a major in the 
Virginia militia in 1752 and early military experience in the French and Indian War (1754-1763). In 1758 he 
resigned his commission to work on his estate at Mount Vernon in Virginia, where he established his future 
political base. Washington was one of many landowners who objected vociferously to what they regarded as 

the injustices and oppressions of British rule. Through his marriage 
to Martha Custis, a rich young widow, Washington became ex-
tremely wealthy, and established himself as a respected and pow-
erful public figure. 
       Tall, handsome, dignified and energetic, Washington exuded 
competence, despite being a poor orator. His strengths lay in his 
powers of organization, his personal bravery, and his wisdom. At 
times his reticence and formality made him seem a rather distant 
personality. Chosen to represent Virginia at the first and second 
Continental Congresses in 1774 and 1775, he went on to become 
commander-in-chief of the American forces during the Revolution-
ary War. 
       After the war Washington retired from public life, intending to 

(Continued on page 2) 

The Presidency of George Washington 

In this Issue... 
 

Compatriot Hart Quilts Page 2 

Phillis Wheatley  Page 3 

Lincoln Bicentennial Page 4 

Patriot Ancestors  Page 5 

Revolutionary War Trivia Page 5 

Flags of the Revolution Page 6 

Important Dates  Page 6 

George Washington (1732-1799) 



2 

Compatriot Clare and Ann Hart Donate Quilts 
 

We want to extend a grateful appreciation to 
Compatriot Clare Hart and his wife Ann for their 
recent donation of 22 handmade quilts to the Grand 
Rapids Veterans Home on behalf of the West 
Michigan Chapter of the Sons of The American 
Revolution.  Their devotion to helping others in 
need is exemplary.  Both Clare and Ann have re-
cently summed up nearly 25 years of service at the 
North Kent County Volunteer Center, where they 
spent countless hours helping and supporting oth-
ers less fortunate than themselves.   

We thank you for the sharing of your time and 
talent in these beautiful quilts.  Your spirit of gener-
osity and service towards others makes a fine and 
fitting compliment to our remembrance of another 
fine gentleman who gave selflessly of himself, Gen-
eral George Washington.  

work as a gentleman farmer. He wrote to a friend, “I have not only retired from all public employments but I 
am retiring within myself.” he wanted to sit “under the shadow of my own view and my own fig tree.” 

However, his quiet life was disrupted by his concerns about the weakness of the Articles of Confederation 
then governing the new United States. In 1786 he attended the Annapolis Convention, held ostensibly to dis-
cuss interstate trade relations but aimed at strengthening national unity. He then presided over the subse-
quent Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia in 1787, where his support of the proposed Constitution se-
cured its ratification. 

When the Convention delegates created the new role of President, they had Washington very much in 
mind. One of the Founding Fathers stated the Convention would not have made the executive powers of the 
President so great “had not many of the members cast their eyes towards General Washington as President 
and shaped their ideas of the powers to be given a president by their opinions of his virtue.” He was unani-
mously elected to office in 1789, at the age of 57. 

Washington established the ceremonial nature of the presidential role, but ensured that the trapping asso-
ciated with it never resembled European royal courts. His preferred form of address was “Mr. President.” He 
declined to accept the large salary the first U. S. Congress proposed for the President, not only because he 
was already very rich, but also because he had a keen appreciation of the symbolic value of his gesture of 
refusal. 

As President, Washington created an enduring system of cabinet government and worked hard to estab-
lish the United States as a nation in a world still dominated by the warring European powers of Britain and 
France. He quelled a rebellion in Pennsylvania when federal authority was threatened, becoming a Federalist 
hero in the process. 

Determined not to stand for office a third time in 1796, in his farewell address Washington urged his fellow 
Americans to work for unity and to avoid all alliances with Foreign powers. He spent his remaining years on 
his estate at Mount Vernon. 

 
Citation: Horton, Rosalind and Sim-
mons, Sally, Great American Docu-
ments. Quercus Publishing, Ltd.: 
London, 2007, pages 54-55. 
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Final line and signature from Washington’s Inaugural Address 



            ail, happy day, when, smiling like the morn,  
Fair Freedom rose New-England to adorn:  
The northern clime beneath her genial ray,  
Dartmouth, congratulates thy blissful sway:  
Elate with hope her race no longer mourns,  
Each soul expands, each grateful bosom burns,  
While in thine hand with pleasure we behold  
The silken reins, and Freedom’s charms unfold.  
 
Long lost to realms beneath the northern skies  
She shines supreme, while hated faction dies:  
Soon as appear’d the Goddess long desir’d,  
Sick at the view, she lanquish’d and expir’d;  
Thus from the splendors of the morning light  
The owl in sadness seeks the caves of night.  
 
No more, America, in mournful strain  
Of wrongs, and grievance unredress’d complain,  
No longer shalt thou dread the iron chain,  
Which wanton Tyranny with lawless hand  
Had made, and with it meant t’ enslave the land.  
 
Should you, my lord, while you peruse my song,  
Wonder from whence my love of Freedom sprung,  

To The Right Honourable William, Earl of Dartmouth, His 

Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for North-America, Etc. 

Whence flow these wishes for the common good,  
By feeling hearts alone best understood,  
I, young in life, by seeming cruel fate  
Was snatch’d from Afric’s fancy’d happy seat:  
What pangs excruciating must molest,  
What sorrows labour in my parent’s breast?  
Steel’d was that soul and by no misery mov’d  
That from a father seiz’d his babe belov’d:  
Such, such my case. And can I then but pray  
Others may never feel tyrannic sway?  
 
For favours past, great Sir, our thanks are due,  
And thee we ask thy favors to renew,  
Since in thy pow’r, as in thy will before,  
To sooth the griefs, which thou did’st once deplore.  
May heav’nly race the sacred sanction give  
To all thy worts, and thou for ever live  
Not only on the wings of fleeting Fame,  
Though praise immortal crowns the patriot’s name,  
But to conduct to heav’ns refulgent fane,  
May fiery coursers sweep th’ ethereal plain,  
And bear thee upwards to that blest abode,  
Where, like the prophet, thou shalt find thy God.. 

H 

Phillis Wheatley was the first African-American to publish poetry; Some say she is America's first Black 
Poet. Born around 1753 in what is the modern day Senegal, Wheatley was kidnapped and taken to America 
in 1761 aboard a slave ship called "Phillis". She was raised Christian and offered an exceptional education 
by the family that owned her. In fact she was actually tutored by the Wheatley’s son, Nathaniel, in English, 
Latin, history, geography, religion, and the Bible.  

One of the few poems which refers to slavery is "On being brought from Africa to America":  
 
Twas mercy brought me from my Pagan land, 
Taught my benighted soul to understand 
That there's a God, that there's a Saviour too:  
Once I redemption neither sought nor knew. 
Some view our sable race with scornful eye, 
"Their colour is a diabolic dye." 
Remember, Christians, Negroes, black as Cain, 
May be refin'd, and join th' angelic train.´  
 
       Wheatley's poetry overwhelmingly revolves around Christian themes, with 
many poems dedicated to famous personalities. In 1768, Wheatley wrote "To the 
King's Most Excellent Majesty," in which she praised George III for repealing the 
Stamp Act. However, as the American Revolution gained strength, Wheatley 

turned to writing about themes from the point of view of the colonists. The above poem “To the Right Honor-
able William, Earl of Dartmouth” compares her enslaved state with that of the colonies under Britain’s rule, 
denouncing both. 
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Phillis Wheatley (1753-1784) 



Remembering President Abraham Lincoln on the 200th Anniversary of His Birth 

February 12, 1809 

Annual Message to Congress --  
Concluding Remarks by President Abraham Lincoln 
 
Washington, D.C. 
December 1, 1862 

 
One month before signing the Emancipation Proclamation, 

President Lincoln sent a long message to Congress which was 
largely routine, but also proposed controversial measures such as 
voluntary colonization of slaves and compensated emancipation. 

Lincoln devoted so much attention to preparing the message 
that his friend David Davis said, "Mr. Lincoln's whole soul is ab-
sorbed in his plan of remunerative emancipation." The concluding 
paragraphs shown below demonstrate Lincoln's passion for this 
plan and contain some of the most famous statements he ever 
wrote. Composer Aaron Copeland used excerpts in his evocative 
"Lincoln Portrait." 

 
I do not forget the gravity which should characterize a paper 

addressed to the Congress of the nation by the Chief Magistrate of 
the nation. Nor do I forget that some of you are my seniors, nor 
that many of you have more experience than I, in the conduct of 
public affairs. Yet I trust that in view of the great responsibility rest-

ing upon me, you will perceive no want of respect yourselves, in any 
undue earnestness I may seem to display. 
       Is it doubted, then, that the plan I propose, if adopted, would 
shorten the war, and thus lessen its expenditure of money and of 
blood? Is it doubted that it would restore the national authority and 
national prosperity, and perpetuate both indefinitely? Is it doubted that 
we here--Congress and Executive--can secure its adoption? Will not 
the good people respond to a united, and earnest appeal from us? 
Can we, can they, by any other means, so certainly, or so speedily, 
assure these vital objects? We can succeed only by concert. It is not 
"can any of us imagine better?" but, "can we all do better?" The dog-
mas of the quiet past, are inadequate to the stormy present. The oc-
casion is piled high with difficulty, and we must rise -- with the occa-
sion. As our case is new, so we must think anew, and act anew. We 
must disenthrall ourselves, and then we shall save our country. 
       Fellow-citizens, we cannot escape history. We of this Congress 
and this administration, will be remembered in spite of ourselves. No 
personal significance, or insignificance, can spare one or another of 
us. The fiery trial through which we pass, will light us down, in honor 
or dishonor, to the latest generation. We say we are for the Union. 
The world will not forget that we say this. We know how to save the 
Union. The world knows we do know how to save it. We -- even we 
here -- hold the power, and bear the responsibility. In giving freedom 
to the slave, we assure freedom to the free -- honorable alike in what 
we give, and what we preserve. We shall nobly save, or meanly lose, 
the last best hope of earth. Other means may succeed; this could not 
fail. The way is plain, peaceful, generous, just -- a way which, if fol-
lowed, the world will forever applaud, and God must forever bless. 
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Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865) 



Patriot Ancestors of WMCSAR 
 

Editor’s Note: This article is part of a series of articles on the WMCSAR mem-

ber’s patriot ancestors.  We hope to feature a patriot ancestor each month. 

 
Captain Amasa Sheldon was born August 27, 1726 in Deer-

field, Massachusetts, and died March 8, 1809 on Bernardston, 
Massachusetts. He married Sarah Bardwell on august 3, 1747 in 
Deerfield. 

Sheldon first served in the French and Indian War “scouting to 
the westward in the Company of Captain Israel Williams from 
Decmeber 11, 1755 to October 18, 1756.  Also in 1756 he is listed 
as being on a scout under Lieutenant Matthew Clesson.  Subsequently, he was in the service at Lake George 
from October 19, 1756 to January 23, 1757, and his name appears on burk’s enlistment roll for the period 
ending November 30, 1758. He attained the rank of sergeant, and during 1758-1759 was in command of an 8 
man squad assigned as a garrison to one of the Sheldon Forts, which were part of a line of forts under overall 
command of Captain John Catlin.  

Following the French and Indian War, Amasa Sheldon was elected a Bernardston Selectman in 1765 and 
again in 1777, and he also served terms as Tithingman and Constable. 

During the Revolutionary War, Amasa Sheldon was commissioned as Captain of the 4th (Bernardston) 
Company, Colonel David field’s (5th Hampshire County) Regiment of Massachusetts Militia on May 3, 1776. 
He served until his resignation “by reason of being very hard of hearing” was accepted on April 25, 1780. His 
company was called up for service in an “expedition in the Northern Department” July 10, 1777 to August 12, 
1777, during the early phases of the Burgoyne campaign, and marched from Deerfield through Charlemont 
and Adams to Troy, New York, and then up the Hudson to Moses Creek (the Moses Kill River) where it joined 
the Northern Army under Major General Philip Schuyler. On August 2, 1777, it was engaged in the Battle of 
Moses Kill, after which it retreated with the Army to Fort Miller. When the Army subsequently fell back to 
Saratoga, Sheldon’s Company was discharged on August 12, 1777.  

       Amasa Sheldon is listed as a resident of Bernardston in both the First (as “Cap. Amasa Sheldon”) 
and Second Census of the united States, in 1790 and 1800, respectively. In the United Stages direct Tax of 
1798 Assessment Roll for Hampshire County, Massachusetts, pp. 455 and 493, he is shown as a fairly sub-

stantial farmer, owning a hom lot of 80 perches (half and acre) and house, assessed at 
$400, and 80 acres of farmland assessed at $2,100. In his will, signed March 15, 1805, ad-
mitted to probate on May 3, 1809, and still on file at the Hampshire County Probate Courts 
in Box 130/41, he left the bulk of his estate to this youngest son, Oliver, with small cash be-
quests ranging between $2 and $10 to each of his other children. 
       Amasa Sheldon bore two sons who also served in the Revolution.  They were Amasa 
Sheldon, b. April 24, 1748, and Reuben Sheldon, b. 1750.  It is shared that they too 
spent time in various local 
NY and MA militias leading 
up to and including The 
Battle of Saratoga in 1777, 
in addition to some short 
term enlistments beginning 
in the fall of 1775.   

Compatriot: Donald Johnston 

Patriot Ancestor: Amasa Sheldon 

Rank: Captain 

Service: 4th Co., 5th Hampshire 
County Regiment of Massachu-
setts Militia 

Time of Service: 1776-1780 
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Revolutionary War Trivia 
 

Name the Prussian who came to 
Valley Forge in February. He is remem-
bered for the invaluable training and dis-
cipline he instilled into Washington’s 
army there. 

This Month’s Meeting 
 
We welcome Dr. Robert Schoone-Jongen as our guest 

speaker at our February 21st MISSAR State Board Meet-
ing.  Dr Schoone-Jongen will be speaking on “the legacy of 
Hamilton and Jefferson in the nation's history, how their visions 
for what a good society meant.  These are still the fundamental 
debating topics of our own time, especially given the difficult 
financial times we live under.”  

Dr. Schoone-Jongen currently is a professor of history at 
Calvin College where he teaches 19th century US History 
and Immigration and also serves as an advisor for Middle 
School and Secondary Education in History and Social Stud-
ies.  He obtained an MA from Kentucky in 1973, and another 
one from Delaware in 2003. He also earned his Doctorate as 
recently as 2007. 



Important February Dates In the Revolution  
 

Feb. 27, 1776  Patriot triumph at Moore’s Creek, NC  

Feb. 6, 1778  Alliance made with France  

Feb. 2, 1779 Militia beats Tories at Kettle Creek, NC 

Feb. 25, 1779  American George Rogers Clark captures 
Vincennes on the Wabash in the Western 
campaign  

Important Chapter Dates 
 
Feb. 21 MISSAR Board of Man-

agers meeting hosted by 

WMCSAR 

Mar. 14 Chapter Meeting 

Apr. 11 Chapter Meeting 

Next Chapter Meeting: 

Board of Managers 

February 21, 11 a.m. 
Guest Speaker:  

Dr. Robert Schoone-Jongen  

Sayfee’s Restaurant 

3555 Lake Eastbrook Blvd. 

Grand Rapids 

Revolutionary War Trivia  

Answer 
 
Friedrich Wilhelm Augustin Baron 

von Steuben, a former staff officer under 
Frederick the Great, volunteered for ser-
vice in the Continental army. Washing-
ton appointed him acting inspector gen-
eral. While at Valley Forge, von Steuben 
wrote Regulations for the Order and 
Discipline of the 
Troops of the United 
States, a manual of 
drill regulations that 
became a standard 
for the American 
army. He could not 
speak English. In-
stead he issued 
commands in French 
and aides translated 
them into  English. 
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Flags of the Revolution 
Gadsden 

       This flag was first used by Commodore Esek Hopkins, the first 
Commander in Chief of the New Continental Fleet. When his ships put 
to sea for the first time in February, 1776, flags with the symbol of the 
rattlesnake were very popular in Rhode Island at this time. Colonel 
Christopher Gadsden of South Carolina copied this flag and presented 
it to the Continental Congress. 

       In early 1776 Commodore Esek Hopkins, the first and only commander in chief of the Continental 
Navy fleet, used a personal standard designed by Christopher Gadsden of South Carolina. This flag con-
sisted of a yellow field with a coiled snake and the motto "Don't Tread on Me." There is no doubt as to the au-
thenticity of Hopkins's personal standard, usually referred to as "the Gadsden flag." 

The only written description of the Continental Navy jack contemporary with the American Revolution ap-
pears in Commodore Hopkins's "Signals for the American Fleet," January 1776, where it is described as "the 
strip'd jack." No document says that the jack had a rattlesnake or motto on it. Elsewhere, Hopkins mentions 
using a "striped flag" as a signal. Since American merchant ships often displayed a simple red and white 
striped flag, there is a good chance that the striped jack to which Hopkins refers was the plain, striped flag 
used by American merchant ships. 

http://americanrevwar.homestead.com/files/CONGRESS.HTM

